
 
                                                                                           
 

 
MINUTES 

THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF DOUGLAS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

March 1, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 
Held by Zoom 

 
1. Call to Order – Mayor Lion called the meeting to order        
2. Roll Call -  Present:  Donovan, Miller, North, Seabert, Van Loon, Lion 

     Absent:  Mooradian 
           Also Present:  City Manager LaBombard, Executive Assistant Pearson, Deputy Clerk Howell 

 
3. Consent Calendar 

A. Approval of the March 1, 2021 Agenda 
B. Approval of the City Council Minutes of February 15, 2021 
C. Approval of the February 15, 2021 Closed Session Minutes 
D. Approval of Invoices in the amount of $104,682.41 
E. Appointments / Resignations / Proclamations 
 

 Motion by Seabert, with support from North, to approve the Consent Calendar of March 1, 2021. 
 Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
4. Public Communication 

A. Verbal (Limit of 3 minutes) – None. 
B. Written Communications – None. 

     
5. Unfinished Business – No unfinished business. 
 
6. New Business 
 A. 42◦ N’ Rowing Agreement 

42◦ N’ Rowing, a rowing group that rows with long and narrow, low-profile rowing 
boats, would like to enter into an agreement with the City for reasonable access to the 
floating dock which was purchased by the Douglas Harbor Authority.  They are also 
requesting a reserved parking space for their trailer at a fee of $150 per year.  The City 
will retain the right to designate the appropriate space based on trailer size and 
content. 

 
Motion by Van Loon, with support from Donovan, to enter into an Agreement Regarding Use of 
Wade’s Bayou Park Facilities with 42◦ N’ Rowing.  
Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
B. Resolution 03-2021 Recreation Passport Grant Participation 
 In 2019 City Council established an Ad-Hoc committee, now known as the Douglas 
Parks Project, to refresh and renovate the playgrounds at Beery and Schultz Parks.  The City, on 
behalf of the Douglas Parks Project, have begun the application process for a Recreation 



Passport Grant to be used, if awarded, to renovate the Schultz Park 5 – 12-year-old play 
structures.  A requirement for this application was an approved resolution from City Council 
recommending City staff to complete the Recreation Passport Grant Program application to 
seek funding to renovate Schultz Park using Grant funds and a 25% donated match.  The 
Douglas Parks Project group has met the 25% match through fundraising efforts.   
 1. Public Comments – No public comments 
Motion by Seabert, with support from North, to authorize City staff to complete the Recreation 
Passport Grant Program application to seek funding to renovate the playground at Schultz Park 
using Recreation Passport Grant funds and donated matching funds.  
Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
  

7. Reports 
A. Commission/Committee/Boards 

1. Planning Commission -  Planning Commission had an advisory public hearing of 
a preliminary PUD for the Center Collective.  Commissioners made a motion that included 
several conditions.  They will present again at the June meeting.  There was a zoning request 
for 30 Hamilton to change from R2 to R4, which was approved.  The sign ordinance was moved 
to April.  The next meeting on March 10 will have a site plan review, lot split, review of a condo 
plan, and short-term rental and special permit.  

2. Kalamazoo Lake Sewer Water – KLSW has had some changes to personnel.  
Fleis & VandenBrink is working with KLSW to bring projects to proposal form in the next month 
or two.  The result of the Water System Reliability Study, which looks out to 2039, shows the 
system is in good shape.  Next meeting is March 22. 

3. Downtown Development Authority – At the February 22 meeting, the new 
officers took over.  Seabert and the previous treasurer met with City Manager LaBombard and 
Treasurer Smith to discuss a concern about Pride money within the DDA budget and how it 
should be handled.  Other items discussed were the DDA helping Art On Center with their 
budget for next year in their promotions, the Douglas Parks Project, West Michigan Blue Star 
Chamber of Commerce requesting taking over the socials, and also discussed the Consumers 
Energy Grant to get our city on the map.   
 4. Kalamazoo Lake Harbor Authority – No report. 
 5. Douglas Harbor Authority – No report. 
 6. Douglas Brownfield Authority – Looking into an EGLE Grant available in the 
amount of $300,000 to remove some soil vapor systems that were installed but have been 
dormant for quite some time, and developing a plan for if we’re awarded the grant and, also, 
another plan for if we don’t get that grant. 
 7. Fire Board – No report. 
 8. Community Recreation –The ski club had 145 participants, the most ever.  
Youth volleyball group is one of the larger groups that they had.  Summer programs outside 
were well used. They may have to find another place to build the Frisbee golf.  They did a 
virtual Bridge walk and hoping to have another one this year as a way of collecting money for 
scholarships.  Still not sure about summer yet because of COVID.  National Trails Day is set for 
June 5.  There are a lot of hiking paths available in our community.  
 9. Recycle Committee – Will meet on March 10. 

10. Tri-Community Trail Group – Met on February 26. The group sent out RFPs to 
engineering firms and received 4 high-quality proposals.  Narrowed it down to two engineering 
firms.  They will be offered an opportunity to do a full-scale presentation and one engineering 
firm will be selected probably by the last meeting in March. 



 
B. Staff Reports 

1. City Manager – Regarding the Consumers easement discussed last week, I sent 
my concerns back and am waiting for a response from them regarding their tree management 
and the permanence of the easement.  Closing date is March 10 for Point Pleasant.  Working 
with Edgewater on the beach stairs to determine best way to get the beach access re-
established. Probably be presenting sometime in March a contract to be awarded. 
  

8. Public Communications – Verbal (Limit of 3 minutes) – James Spurr, Portage, MI: I’m from 42◦ 
N’  Rowing and wanted to thank the mayor, council, the harbor commission, Mike, Jenny, 
everyone we’ve worked with there for going on two years on this project.  

 
9. Council Comments 

Van Loon thanked James Spurr for bringing the opportunity to us.  Thank you to Jenny, Rich, 
and the DPW for their efforts. Looking forward to seeing those shells in the water. 
 
Miller attended the Planning Commission meeting regarding the Center Collective.  Glad to see 
it moving forward. Hope the details can be finalized soon and that we can move forward with 
it. Thanks to the Planning Commission for taking that on and keeping it going. 
 
North agreed with Miller.   Thought the Planning Commission did a good job. 
 
Donovan – Kudos to the Planning Commission.  Impressed with the level of detail they held the 
developer and presenter to.  Hope they go slowly and take all the factors into consideration. 
Thanks to Neal because he’s on the Planning Commission. 

  
10. Mayor’s Report/Comments – Lion is impressed with how many Council members attended the 

three-hour Planning Commission meeting.  These people on Council take their job seriously 
enough to go to other meetings to stay informed.  Kudos to this Council. 

 
11. Adjournment 

Motion by Van Loon, with support from Seabert, to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned 
by voice vote. (7:43 p.m.) 

 


