
AN ELECTION MEMO FROM YOUR CITY CLERK…… 

After reading a fellow clerk’s post regarding elections I thought it would be a good idea to send you, the 
voter, a little information you may or may not be aware of. 

The upcoming November Presidential election has sparked plenty of conversation on how local clerks 
and the Post Office does its job on getting the ballots out to register voters.  I would like to clarify some 
misconceptions regarding the idea that somehow your vote will not be counted.  Let me begin by stating 
EVERY VOTE IS COUNTED if received on time by the voter.  I would like to address the process your clerk 
takes prior, during, and after an election to make sure every vote has been properly counted as required 
by the Michigan Election Law. 

Much of what your clerk hears is obtained second hand or on social media.  These are two forms of 
communication that almost always end up as misconceptions.  So, lets clarify some misconceptions 
regarding our election system here in Michigan. 

(1) In a primary election you must vote straight party.  It is the law and your clerk cannot change       
              that.  Remember, the clerk’s duty is to uphold the law.

(2) There is a difference between mail-in voting and absentee voting, please do not tell another
voter to go vote early, there is no early voting in the State of Michigan.

* Only five (5) states in all of America vote early and Michigan is not one of them.  In
states that do vote early, once a person registers to vote they are automatically sent a
ballot for every election.

* In Michigan, a person registers and must fill out an Absentee Ballot request form for
each election they wish to vote.  They can have their name placed on a permanent
absentee ballot list in which the clerk will send the Absentee Ballot request form to
them automatically prior to each election.  You as a voter MUST still fill out the

.. required form before you receive a ballot. 

If this information was not clear, PLEASE contact your clerk first before contacting the county or 
state.  It is your clerk’s duty to make sure you understand the process. 

(3) In Michigan you MUST complete this ballot application COMPLETELY to receive a ballot, so
please do not take offense if your clerk calls you and requests you come into the office to
complete the application, as stated above your clerk is bound by an oath to up hold the law.
NO ONE in the STATE OF MICHIGAN will/was sent a ballot automatically.  If any clerk sends a
ballot automatically there will certainly be jail time in their future.  There are many ways to
obtain an absentee ballot form:

* Contact your clerk and request and application, you can pick it up at city hall or
request this form be sent to you by email or regular mail.

* ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE PHYSICALLY SIGNED BY THE VOTER and only by the voter.
Do not send a scanned copy of something, send the original signed document back to

…your clerk.  If you vote in the precinct you must physically sign there, absentee voting  



   is no different.  Your application can be dropped off with the clerk or if available  
   deposited in a designated drop box which is checked regularly. 
* If you have not physically signed the application you will receive a call from your clerk  
   to come to the office to sign. 

(4) Every jurisdiction in Michigan could maintain a permanent absentee voter (AV) 
 List.  This list is made up of those voters who have indicated that they want to automatically  
 Receive a ballot application for every election.  Some of these lists are quite lengthy so please  
 be patient as your clerk processes them.   
 
(5) IT IS SAFE TO MAIL YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT. Your clerk has a good working relationship with 

the local postmaster.  Prior to each election your clerk and postmaster collaborate on how the 
mail in ballots will be processed by the local Postmaster.  It is my understanding that the USPS 
has guidelines and reporting requirements regarding political mail and that they may need to 
certify that they do not have any political mail that was left behind at the post office.  If you are 
concerned or with to know more about how your post office handles political mail, please ask 
you postmaster.   It is ultimately your decision on how you wish to return your ballot, either by 
mail or drop off at your local polling location.  Whatever way you decide to return your ballot 
you the voter is ultimately responsible to get it returned by 8:00 PM the night of the election.   

 
(6) Voters cannot receive more than one ballot.  Not possible.  If you received double of something 

it was probably an absentee ballot application, NOT a ballot.  If your clerk does not receive your 
absentee ballot back, you do not receive a ballot.  If your signature does not match the signature 
on file in our State Qualified Voter File (QVF) you do not get a ballot.  The Michigan Bureau of 
Election has created the QVF system that prevents a clerk from issuing more than one ballot.  At 
the end of each election your clerk must answer to each ballot that was sent. 

 
(7) If the signature on the ballot application or ballot does not match you will be contacted by your 

clerk and asked to verify your signature by submitting a sample in the clerk office.  This is just 
another check and balance to prevent voter fraud. 

 
(8) If you are being forced by someone in your household to vote a certain way on your absentee 

ballot contact someone you trust or contact your clerk. 
 
(9) An eligible person can vote up to 8:00 PM on voting day.  However, only newly registered voters 

or emergency ballots can be issued from the clerk office on election day.  A voter can only 
obtain an absentee up to 4 PM on the day before the election. 

 
(10) If registering to vote within 2 weeks of any election, you MUST visit your clerk, you will have 

additional residency documentation requirements, so it will take longer.  Remember, the closer 
to election day you register the more paperwork is needed. 

 
(11) A PHOTO ID IS REQUIRED TO VOTE.  This is Michigan Election Law.  Voters not in possession of 

ID at the polls can sign the back of the application to vote which is the affidavit stating that they 
are not in possession.  Your clerk must report these to the state after every election. 

 
(12) Prior to each election and before any ballots are distributed your clerk must complete testing on 

any election equipment.  Any voter can attend the testing of equipment. 
 



(13) Write in Votes:  Please do not write-in a non-registered name.  These names do not count.  For 
any write-in vote to count a candidate must be registered as a write-in for that election. 

 
 
I look forward to our next conversation regarding voting.  The process the clerk must take to assure an 
election is safe and secure.  If you have any questions please contact me, by doing so you will enjoy your 
voting process more and it will make the duty of the clerk easier. 
 
Thank You Voters! 
 
Pamela Aalderink, CMC 
Douglas City Clerk 


